
const r uct iona l  t imber.

tips
• Use strength graded and marked timber
• See BS 5268 for guidance
• See BS 4978 1996 for visually graded softwoods
• See BS EN 519 1995 for machine graded softwoods
• See BS 5756 1997 for hardwoods
• Timber with similar strength properties are grouped

into classes
• Grades C14-C40 show which softwood species apply

in which grade
• Grades D30-D70 apply to hardwoods
• The higher the number, stronger the grade.
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spec ies
• Mainly spruce and pine.

Environmentally friendly 

Low energy product

markings

• The standard system within the UK 
is also used on imports from 
Scandinavia, Europe, Canada and USA

• Softwood (within BS 4978) has 
two descriptions:
GS = General Structural
SS = Special Structural

• Hardwood (within BS 5756) has three:
HS = Tropical hardwoods
THA/THB - referring to timber with a
cross section of 20,000mm2 or more
and a thickness of 100mm or more
TH1/TH2 - referring to timber with a
cross section of less than 20,000mm2

and a thickness less than 100mm.

For more information and strength charts
see www.trada.co.uk

specifications
• Available in a wide range, 

see chart below.



for  more  infor mat ion
Technical information • www.trada.co.uk  Tiling battens • www.johnbrash.co.uk  Suppliers • www.ttf.co.uk • www.woodforgood.com

s tudding
Small sectional timber for frameworks 
for walls/ceilings and partitions
• Use C16 kiln dried softwood
• BS  EN 1313-1:1997 

covers softwood sizes.

Typical Sizes
• 47mm x 75mm
• 47mm x 100mm
• 47mm x 150mm

Species
Mainly spruce
• Good strength properties
• Finish can be sawn or planed
• Planed is easier to handle, and consistent

dimensions make fitting plasterboard
and other sheet materials easier.

CLS timber
Surfaced timber or CLS (Canadian
Lumber Sizes) is widely used for 
studding. It has 3mm radius eased edges
and consistent dimensions
• Sizes are covered by BS EN 131-1 

and BS EN 336.

Typical sizes

• 38mm x 63mm
• 38mm x 89mm
• 38mm x 140mm

Typical lengths

• From 1.8m to 6.0m or more
• Increments are 300mm
• Most common lengths are 2.1m, 

2.4m and 4.2m.

f loor  jo i s t s
• Use kiln dried softwood C16
• Mainly spruce, for its strength
• Use grade stamped timber compliant with BS 5268
• Cutting to a smaller size will invalidate the grade stamp
• Use pressure treated timber for extended use
• Regularised joists provide accurate widths to 1mm of original size
• Lengths from 3.0 to 6.0 metres.

roofing
• Use kiln dried softwood from C16 to C24

• Check if SS grade is needed for large,
load-bearing sections 

• Always check grade and strength before
using timber for structural purposes

• Tiling battens should comply with 
BS 5534 : 2003 and be treated.


