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Readers are advised to check the validity of this Detail Sheet by either referring to the Index of Current BBA Publications or contacting
the BBA direct (Telephone Hotline 01923 665400).

Technical Specification

1  Description
British sitka spruce must be strength graded in
accordance with BS EN 518 : 1995 or
BS EN 519 : 1995.

Design Data

2  General
This Detail Sheet is for use only in conjunction with
the accompanying Detail Sheets to supplement the
information therein.

3  Structural performance
3.1  British sitka spruce is suitable for use with the
punched metal plate timber fasteners described in
the appropriate Detail Sheet.

3.2  The permissible lateral load per effective nail
for fasteners in British sitka spruce should be taken
as equivalent to that given for European whitewood.

3.3  In accordance with the requirements of
BS 5268 : Part 2 : 1996 all British sitka spruce
for structural work should be strength graded in
accordance with the requirements of BS EN 518 :
1995 or BS EN 519 : 1995.

4  Practicability of installation
Fasteners are easy to embed in British sitka spruce
using the commercial equipment normally
employed for truss fabrication as detailed in the
appropriate Detail Sheet.

Technical Investigations

The following is a summary of the technical
investigations carried out on British sitka spruce.

5  Tests
5.1  Tests were carried out with selected
fasteners on full-size structural joints of British
sitka spruce. The joints were assembled using
the commercial equipment normally employed
and tests were conducted in accordance with
prEN 1075.

5.2  Existing data on the relative strength of
species were examined.

5.3  An assessment was made on the
practicability of joint assembly.

Bibliography

BS 5268 Structural use of timber
Part 2 : 1996 Code of practice for permissible
stress design, materials and workmanship

BS EN 518 : 1995 Structural timber. Grading.
Requirements for visual strength grading standards

BS EN 519 : 1995 Structural timber. Grading.
Requirements for machine strength graded timber
and grading machines

prEN 1075 Timber structures — Test methods —
Joints made with punched metal plate fasteners

• THIS DETAIL SHEET RELATES TO THE USE OF STRENGTH GRADED
BRITISH SITKA SPRUCE WITH THE PUNCHED METAL PLATE TIMBER
FASTENERS DESCRIBED IN THE ACCOMPANYING DETAIL SHEETS.

This Detail Sheet must be read in conjunction with the Front Sheet, Detail Sheet 1
and the appropriate Detail Sheet for the particular fastener design. The Front
Sheet gives the Conditions of Certification and Detail Sheet 1 gives the product's
position under the Building Regulations.
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